




Vermont Institute for Government Reforming Local Government by Charter    3

Deciding what you want to change is a good place to start. In starting out, dare to 
dream about a town government that is just to your liking. Try to imagine how you could 
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Every charter proposal requires two public hearings. 
Each hearing must be warned at least thirty days in ad-
vance, by posted and published notice. The election vote 
also requires similar warning of at least thirty days. 

Votes on charter proposals or amendments can only be 
taken at the annual Town Meeting, at a state primary, or 
at a general election. 

The Election Process 
The vote is by Australian ballot, which means you can 
vote by absentee ballot. The law allows anyone to vote ab-
sentee, so if you are interested in ensuring that as many 
as possible of your supporters actually vote, you will need 
to ensure that everybody knows how to order one. All it 
takes is the voter’s consent to request a ballot. 
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